-" Citizens Network on Sustainable Development.
"What we now realize is that if you start the process with all the vested interests, you don't have people later David T. Buzzelli W non who feel their interests were excluded. This is democracy. And I think the council really has the 21st century task of completing the agenda of democracy for the United States."
The PCSD has been primarily charged with developing and recommending to the president a national sustainable development action strategy that would foster economic vitality and raise public awareness of and participation in the issues of sustainable development. The goal is to develop a unified vision for economic and environmental policies that are often seen as conflicting or designed to respond to particular situations rather than having broad application. The council must submit a final report with recommendations by October 1995. "I think that one of the real values of the PCSD is bringing people together to cross sector and disciplinary lines," says David Blockstein, a senior scientist with the Committee for a National Institute of the Environment and a member of the council's task force on Public Linkage, Dialogue and Education, "and then to have a national discussion on where we want to go and how we want to achieve it."
The PCSD holds such a national discussion quarterly when it convenes for public meetings, while its 8 task forces and nearly 400 Natural resources. The natural resources management and protection task force will develop an integrated vision of what constitutes sustainability for domestic _ resources, considering biodiversity, ecosystems, and watersheds, with a focus on wetlands, fisheries, agriculture, coastal resources, and forestry. Watersheds provide a natural integration in assessing and analyzing the social, environmental, and economic sustainability of human activities. In particular, the task force is looking at the upper Mississippi River ecosystem and all ecological, economic, and social measures connected with it, as well as the Chesapeake Bay, northern Florida, the Great Lakes, and western rivers. It is co-chaired by Richard Barth, CEO of the Ciba-Geigy Corporation, Mike Espy, Secretary of Agriculture, and Ted Strong, executive director for the Columbia River InterTribal Fish Commission.
Population and consumption. The population and consumption task force is looking at the various factors that influence trends in U.S. demographic consumption and waste generation. Issues being examined include fertility, migration, consumption, and technology, a focus for which Blockstein gives the ' , PCSD "high marks. The PCSD is also criticized for not working fast enough. "On the one hand, I think it is moving slowly," says Barbara Mandula, a scientist with the Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics at the EPA. "On the other hand, it is difficult because they are really trying to come to grips with what sustainable development means in day-to-day decision making." Some observers such as Waak also argue that because the concept is so new and the council membership so diverse, it is natural that such "consensus making can be a slow and tedious process," says Waak. "The nature of the beast is that it will just take time."
Harris Olson also defends the council's progress, calling its development "a real window of opportunity." She continued, "What we've done so far is not going to get us all the way where we want to go. But we're basically trying to change the direction of the ship."
"There are two ways to look at it," says Blockstein. "One is to say the two-year process is too short to create any concrete steps. Or, you could say that to spend two years, almost three years, out of a four-year presidential term, the process has been too slow. I think the outcome of PCSD is geared for a second Clinton administration. If there is no second administration, the challenge is how to keep the dialogue going without the president's leadership."
The president's executive order to create the council would also extend its mandate for an additional two years. This next phase would take the final report and begin to work toward the next step, its implemention.
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